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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Swanzey Planning Board 
Meeting Minutes – May 9, 2019 

 
 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH.  Members present:  Glenn Page, Scott Self, Richard Sainsbury, 
Michael York, Jane Johnson and Alternate Steve Malone. The Chair took the roll and read aloud the agenda 
for the meeting.   
 
Absent: Ruth Snyder, Selectmen’s Representative Bill Hutwelker, and Alternate Jim McConnell 
 
Others Present:  Director of Planning and Economic Development Matthew Bachler, Robert Secord, 
Jonathan Bushaw, Wendy Pelletier from Cardinal Surveying and Land Planning, Eric Johnson and resident 
Amy Mitchell. 
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having potential for regional impact. Motion was made by Self that there is no item on the agenda which 
can be construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by Johnson with no further 
discussion.  All were in favor. Motion passed.      
 
Minutes:   

Minutes from April 25, 2019 were considered. Motion was made by Sainsbury to approve the 
minutes of April 25, 2019. There was a second to the motion by Self. All were in favor. Motion 
passed. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Multi-Tenant Application – The Vintage Bird Shoppe LLC  
The Vintage Bird Shoppe LLC requests to operate a retail store at 919 West Swanzey Road. The subject 
property is located in the Business District at Tax Map 71, Lot 11.  
 
Public Hearing opened at 6:03 pm 
 
Discussion: Secord said the location for this business is the north end of the building where there was a 
photography business.  
 
Page asked for abutters and there were none and no further comments. 
 
Public hearing closed at 6:05 pm 
 

Motion was made by Sainsbury to approve the application of The Vintage Bird Shoppe LLC to 
operate a retail store at 919 West Swanzey Road on property located in the Business District and 
shown at Tax Map 71, Lot 11.  There was a second to the motion by York and no further discussion. 
All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Multi-Tenant Application – Jonathan Bushaw  
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Jonathan Bushaw requests to operate a mobile food truck at 679 West Swanzey Road. The subject property 
is located in the Business District at Tax Map 73, Lot 13. 
 
Public hearing opened at 6:06 pm 
 
Discussion: Bushaw was present to speak about the business.  There will be outdoor seating.  Page asked 
for comments. Johnson asked about signage for the truck and Bushaw pointed to his shirt saying the 
signage would be similar. Johnson said she hoped the truck stop would look nice.  The sign will be limited to 
the side of the truck. The Board determined that the location of the truck is on State Route 10.  
 
Public hearing closed at 6:08 pm 
 

Motion was made by Self to approve the request of Jonathan Bushaw to operate a mobile food 
truck at 679 West Swanzey Road on property located in the Business District and shown at Tax Map 
73, Lot 14. There was a second to the motion by Sainsbury and no further discussion. All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 

 
Page explained to the applicant the need to make sure Code Enforcement and the Fire Department is happy 
with the business plan. 
 
OTHER APPLICATIONS 
Site Plan Review Application 
Williams Construction Group, 23 West Street (Tax Map 57, Lot 7). Application was withdrawn by the 
applicant on April 30, 2019.  Bachler spoke about the fact that the applicant will be resubmitting his 
application.  He noted that he expects the new application to be reviewed by the Board on May 23, 2019.  
 
Subdivision Application 
Cardinal Surveying, on behalf of Mark Perry, requests a two-lot Subdivision of property located at 53 West 
Street. The subject property is located in the Business and Residence Districts. Upon a finding by the Board 
that the application meets the submission requirements of the Subdivision regulations, the Board will vote 
to accept the application as complete. A public hearing on the merits of the proposal may follow 
immediately; if not, a public hearing will be scheduled for a time and date certain.   
 
Discussion: Pelletier said the applicant wants to subdivide the lot which has a house on the property now. 
The lot is in the Business District, with a very small portion of it in the Residential District .  Page asked for 
abutters and there were none and no further comments. 
 

Motion was made by Self to accept the application of Cardinal Surveying on behalf of Mark Perry 
for a two-lot subdivision of property located at 53 West Street in the Business and Residence 
Districts as complete and ready for public hearing tonight. There was a second to the motion by 
York and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
The Board agreed to move ahead to the public hearing. 
 
Public hearing opened at 6:12 pm 
 
Page asked for comments from the board. York asked about the portion that will be in residential district 
and was shown it on the site map. Pelletier said there is access on West Street as well as on State Route 10.  
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Amy Mitchell is an abutter and she asked about the land being subdivided and being adjacent to the 
residential district. Page said if the applicant wants a commercial use in a residential zone he will have to go 
to the Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA) requesting a variance. 
 
Public hearing closed at 6:14 
 

Motion was made by Self to approve the request of Cardinal Surveying on behalf of Mark Perry for 
a two-lot subdivision of property located at 53 West Street in the Business and Residence Districts. 
There was a second to the motion by York and no further discussion. All were in favor.  Motion 
passed. 

 
DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS 
Discussion with West LA Beer Company – Proposed Outdoor Seating Area 
Eric Johnson was present to talk about utilizing space for outdoor seating. He expects picnic tables to 
be used for tasting the beer. He said that NH state law says the Fire Department must first approve a 
permit for assembly.  Page asked how many tables would be utilized – Johnson said four – for about 15 
to 20 people. He added that he would go with the recommendation from the Fire Department.  It 
would be typical outdoor space at a restaurant, divided from the parking lot. The Board reviewed the 
application which included photos of the area under discussion. Sainsbury asked what is the plan to 
prevent access to enter from the rear of the property. He noted it was open in the photos. E. Johnson 
said he would be planning the area to be fenced so that the only entrance would be from the front 
where the business door is.   
 
J. Johnson said she didn’t think outdoor drinking was permitted unless the area was pretty much 
fenced in and with a restaurant license.  J. Johnson asked if food will be served.  E. Johnson said snacks 
will be available, but he will not have a restaurant license. There are limits to what amounts can be 
served by the license he will have. Malone asked more about the fencing.  E. Johnson said fencing will 
be portable but strong. Parking was asked about.  Sainsbury asked about height of fence and E. 
Johnson said 4 to 5 feet, patio style.  J. Johnson asked for a more complete plan. Page said the Board 
needs to see the type of fence and brand name, what is planned for the stockade fence already there, 
and what the plan is to prevent unauthorized access. York said once the Planning Board has approved 
the proposed use, then Bachler will pass the application along to Fire Department and Police 
Department for review.  Self asked about the storage tank in the area and E. Johnson said that would 
be taken care of.  Page asked E. Johnson to return and E. Johnson agreed to return with more detailed 
plans. 
 
Southwest Region Planning Commission (SWRPC) Master Plan Scope of Services 
Bachler said he didn’t have the information he had hoped to have for this discussion. He noted this 
would be brought back to the Planning Board at their meeting on May 23rd.  
 
Appointment of Planning Board representative to the Capital Improvement Program Committee 
(CIPC) for 1 year term (term to end at Town Meeting 2020) 
There was a brief discussion about Johnson’s service on the CIPC in the past and her willingness to 
continue serving on it. 
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York moved to appoint Johnson to the CIPC for a one year term ending at Town Meeting 2020 
as the representative from the Planning Board.  There was a second to the motion by Sainsbury 
and no further discussion.  All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Alternate Vacancy 
Bachler said did receive a note from Liz Traynor about stepping down from being an Alternate on the Board 
and that she thanked all for their courtesy to her.  So there is another Alternate spot available. 
 
Next Meeting:  May 23, 2019 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Johnson.  There was a second to the motion by Self with all in favor. 
Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 6:25 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 


